
 
 

SPEAKING NOTES – PRESIDENT TOWTONGIE 
 

 
• Ullakkut. Tunngasugitsi. Good morning and welcome to Iqaluit 

and to Nunavut Tunngavik Inc. 
 

• My name is Cathy Towtongie and I am the president of NTI.  
 

• I was elected to represent Inuit in Nunavut, and to oversee full 
implementation of the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement. 
 

• When Inuit signed the NLCA 22 years ago, we did so in an attempt 
to make life better for Inuit.  
 

• We wanted to protect our language and culture and our abundant 
resources and become economically self-sufficient in our 
communities and our territory. 
 

• In order to do this, we forged partnerships with the Government of 
Canada and the Government of Nunavut through the Nunavut 
Land Claims Agreement. 
 

• Enduring partnerships between Aboriginal Peoples and the Crown 
must always be built on the foundation that promises made will be 
promises kept.   
 

• At times, our partnership in Nunavut has been difficult and 
strained in this regard.   
 

• When negotiations for the proper implementation of the Nunavut 
Land Claims Agreement resulted in a sustained impasse, NTI 
turned to the courts.    



 
 

• The trial of the lawsuit was scheduled to start this past March, but 
it was adjourned after negotiators from NTI, the GN and the 
Government of Canada were able to reach an out-of-court 
settlement agreement.  
 

• That settlement agreement is what we are here to sign today. 
 

• This is an historic moment for Inuit. 
 

• NTI and Inuit now have prospects for a restored and more 
productive partnership.  
 

• NTI hopes that this settlement agreement will open a new chapter 
in our relationship with the Government of Canada and the GN, 
and that Inuit will be able to further take advantage of the promises 
contained in the NLCA. 
 

• NTI negotiated many favourable outcomes for Inuit through this 
settlement agreement.  
 

• For example, the Government of Canada will pay NTI $255.5 
million for damage claims.  

 
• NTI will use $175 million of the settlement money for initiatives to 

provide Inuit with the skills and qualifications needed for 
employment.  
 

• NTI will create a Nunavut Inuit Training Corporation to hold and 
manage the $175 million training fund.  
 

• The training corporation will provide funding and other support for 
Inuit training and skills development.    

 
• The funds and activities of the training corporation are intended to 

complement and supplement, not replace, the Government of 
Canada and the GN’s training and employment obligations under 
NLCA Article 23.  



 
• The NTI Board of Directors will decide where to invest the 

remaining $80.5 million. 
 

• Through the settlement agreement, the Government of Canada also 
commits an additional $50 million over the next eight years to fund 
training initiatives and programs to enhance Inuit government 
employment and advancement under NLCA Article 23.   

 
• The settlement agreement requires the Government of Canada to 

complete a new Nunavut Inuit Labour Force Analysis in close 
consultation with NTI and the GN. 
 

• The analysis will assist in the development of effective Inuit 
employment and pre-employment training plans.  
 

• This will help more Inuit enter the labour force and achieve better 
positions in the labour force in Nunavut.   

 
• The Government of Canada will also develop a mandatory, 

Nunavut-specific federal contracting policy in close consultation 
with NTI. 

 
• A new dispute resolution process will replace NLCA Article 38. It 

allows NTI to trigger arbitration without the consent of the 
Government of Canada or the GN. 
 

• The Government of Canada also commits to new funding levels for 
IPGs, HTOs and RWOs. The new funding levels are retroactive to 
2013. 

 
• As part of the settlement agreement, NTI releases the Government 

of Canada of all claims that NTI raised in the lawsuit (with certain 
exceptions). 

 
• NTI’s lawsuit, including the third party action brought by the 

Government of Canada against the GN, will be dismissed on 
consent. 
 



• I’d like to emphasize once again that this is a new path to a new 
relationship with the Government of Canada and the Government 
of Nunavut. 
 

• We look forward to a renewed relationship that will assist Inuit to 
achieve economic, social and cultural well-being through the 
implementation of the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement. 
 

• Qujannamiik, thank you.  


