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Nunavut Social Development Council to Be Restructured to Deal with Nunavut’s Social Crisis

March 5, 2002    (Coral Harbour, Nunavut)  The decision to restructure Nunavut Social Development Council (NSDC) was made today at the Nunavut Tunngavik Inc (NTI) Board Meeting.

“The Inuit of Nunavut are facing a social crisis”, said Cathy Towtongie, NTI President.  “Housing, health care, suicide rates, substance abuse, family violence…the list is long.  Inuit are looking to their organizations to provide leadership and take effective action.”

“The Inuit voice on social issues and social policies must be strong, firm and united, so that our needs are heard, understood and respected by governments”, continued Towtongie.  “Under the current arrangement, our voice is divided and muted.  That weakens our negotiating position with governments and makes it harder to access funding for badly needed social programs.”

Board members concluded that restructuring NSDC and making it an integral part of NTI would significantly strengthen the voice of Inuit on social issues.  Among the attributes mentioned in the session were NTI’s strong governance system, its solid administrative system and, as the chief Inuit Land Claims organization, its credibility with governments and with the people.  Board members also noted the dedication and commitment of NSDC’s Board and staff as they have worked over the years to help resolve critical social conditions in Nunavut communities.

The restructuring of NSDC is expected to occur as soon as April, 2002.
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***  A Position Paper discussing the restructuring of NSDC is available.  Please contact NTI Communications  ***
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