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NR 08-11 SEN ENG – For Immediate Release 

NTI Tells Senate a Commissioner of Modern Treaty Implementation is Needed 

(February 26, 2008 -- Iqaluit, Nunavut)     Nunavut Tunngavik Acting President James Eetoolook appeared today before the Senate Committee on Aboriginal Peoples to speak about implementation of the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement. As part of its study into implementation of land claims agreements—modern treaties—the committee is hearing from Aboriginal Peoples. It has already heard from the Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development and the Auditor General of Canada.

“Independent reviews and an audit by the Auditor General of Canada show that important articles in the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement have not been implemented. This is unacceptable for an agreement we signed in 1993,” said Eetoolook.

NTI belongs to the Land Claims Agreements Coalition, which is made up of all Aboriginal Peoples with modern treaties. Since 2004, the coalition has pressed the Government of Canada to adopt a Land Claims Agreements Implementation Policy.  

“Our presentation was very well received,” said Mr. Eetoolook. “We recommended that a Commissioner of Modern Treaty Implementation be established by federal statute to report on the efforts of federal departments to fulfill obligations and achieve objectives defined in our agreement.”

Appearing before the committee earlier this month, DIAND Deputy Minister Michael Wernick said his department cannot compel federal departments to do their part to implement modern treaties. In response, Mr. Eetoolook said, “DIAND has admitted that it can’t do the job.” 

In Dec., 2006, NTI initiated a court case to compel the Crown to live up to its obligations and responsibilities in the NLCA.
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