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Courts Ready to Approve Residential School Settlement Agreement

(March 9, 2007 -- Iqaluit, Nunavut) 
Nunavut Tunngavik Inc. President Paul Kaludjak today announced that judges from all Canadian jurisdictions met at an historic court session in Calgary and that final approval of the Residential School Settlement Agreement is expected with the next two weeks. 

“For the last year and a half, NTI worked very hard to ensure that Nunavut Inuit who were sent away to residential schools, and resided in hostels or residences, would benefit from the Residential School Settlement Agreement. I am pleased to tell Inuit today that final court approval is at hand,” said Kaludjak. 

All of the nine judges from across Canada who heard the motions to approve the settlement last fall met in Calgary in person or by conference call yesterday, Mar. 8, to finalize the Orders. It is expected that the Orders will be signed and issued during the week of Mar. 12 by each of the courts. As soon as the last Court has issued its Orders, formal approval will be in place

A second round of notice to former residential school students will commence Mar. 22 to provide information about the settlement. Individuals will then have until Aug. 20 to decide if they wish to opt out or receive the benefit of the settlement.
NTI and the Government of Canada are planning information sessions to assist former students in Nunavut communities with making the decision to be included or to opt out. 
Former students who don’t want a payment under the settlement, or who think they can get more money than the settlement provides by suing the Government of Canada or the churches on their own, will be advised to remove themselves (opt out) by submitting an Opt Out Form. 
Inuit who choose to opt out of the agreement will be advised to talk to a lawyer. NTI will not directly provide legal advice to Inuit, but will refer people to a lawyer who can talk to them free of charge.
Former students who want a payment from the settlement, and who never want to sue the Government of Canada or the churches on their own, will be advised not to remove themselves from the agreement. Inuit who choose to be included in the agreement do not have to talk to lawyers. However, they will need to fill out a form to register to receive the Common Experience Payment. Forms will be available one month after the opt out period ends.
The Common Experience Payment provides former residential school students with $10,000 in financial compensation for their first year of residential school, and an additional $3,000 for each year after that. Students who resided at a residential school or hostel are eligible for this compensation for loss of language, culture and family environment. 

Former students who were subjected to sexual abuse and serious physical abuse can participate in the agreement’s Independent Assessment Process. NTI recommends that Inuit consult a lawyer if they wish to participate in this portion of the agreement. The Residential School Settlement Agreement includes some financial assistance toward legal costs if an individual establishes an entitlement to a further award.
Significant funding for healing, truth and reconciliation, commemoration and education initiatives are also available as part of the settlement agreement. 

“At last, Inuit can find closure and heal from this terrible time in Canadian history. NTI will also continue to assist Inuit in their healing efforts through the Qauma Mobile Treatment Project,” said Kaludjak.
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