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News Release

Hydro project will impact Sanikiluaq residents
SANIKILUAQ, Nunavut (May 12, 2005) – The impact of a massive hydro project on the marine environment near Sanikiluaq was ignored in an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) says NTK, a joint working group looking into the implications of developments on Hudson Bay and James Bay.

Formed in 2002 NTK, or Nunavuummi Tasiujarjuamiuguqatigiit Katutjiqatigiingit, is the Nunavut Hudson Bay Inter-Agency Working Group that submitted an extensive report to the Federal and Territorial Review Panels on Hydro-Québec’s proposed Eastmain and Rupert expansion project. Nunavut Tunngavik Inc., the Qikiqtani Inuit Association, Government of Nunavut, and the Hamlet of Sanikiluaq are members of NTK.  

“Our assessment was based on Inuit knowledge and observations, as well as widely accepted scientific methods,” said NTK Chair Lucassie Arragutainaq. “The increase and seasonal changes in the amount of fresh water flowing into Hudson Bay will have local, regional and potentially global effects. Sanikiluaq will definitely be affected by this,” said Arragutainaq.

NTK submitted the report in response to the EIS prepared by project proponents Hydro-Québec. Hydro-Québec was instructed to consider the impact the expansion would have on the marine environment of James Bay and Hudson Bay. The report is available on (http://www.geoarctic.com/sanikiluaq/
“NTK concluded that Hydro-Québec did not adequately consider the impacts,” said Arragutainaq. “This is worrisome to Sanikiluaq residents because we live downstream of the proposed hydro development. Increased freshwater flow will affect the characteristics of sea ice and the floe edge. This poses a threat to marine life and people hunting and traveling in the Hudson Bay area,” he said.

Arragutainaq also said the EIS does not adequately address cumulative and transboundary effects, the flow of affected rivers, the area that will ultimately be affected by the project, or an Environmental Protection Plan.
NTK asked for a public hearing in Nunavut, ideally in Sanikiluaq, on the project.
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