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Tng Governments Of Yukon ‘and the Northwest Territories expresa
Fhelf strong support for a new federal Lomprehen51v9 claims pollcy
pased on the Coolican Task Force Report. We urge the Government of
Canada to move guickly to adopt and implement a new national
comprehensive claims policy to promote co-operative negotiations to
achieve fair and just settlements of aboriginal claims' in the
North.

In recognizing the diversity of needs and aspirations of Canada's
aboriginal peoples, a new federal policy must be sufficiently
flexible to embrace the rich diversity of aboriginal cultures
across the country. Not all of our regions aspire to the same form
of self-government or desire the same settlement of aboriginal
rights. The two territories are proceeding in unique ways. There
is an opportunity in the North to deal with aboriginal
self-government in a manner not possible in the provinces. These
processes should be allowed and encouraged to continue. The ne@

policy must therefore reflect the Northern situation.

Wlth respect to the concept of extinguishment, we note the attempt
to extinguish rights has been firmly rejected by the aboriginal
people of Canada, especially Northerners. It has become a primary
obstacle to resolving claims in both the Yukon and the Northwest
Territories. We believe effective settlements of comprehensive
claims in the North must resolve past grievances and establish a
social contract defining the rights and responsibilities of the
parties. We'suppoft the belief that rights should be affirmed
rather than extinguished. The issue should therefore not be
extinguishment of rights but the removal of uncertainty respecting

_land and resources.




The implementation process is a vital part of any settlement. Any

new policy should emphasize this aspect of claims settlements.

It is also our view that there is merit in pre—settlément
implementation of claims sub-agreements on a case-by-case basis in
the North. We believe that the attempt to conclude final,
all-encompassing, one-time agreements creates administrative
difficulties owing to lack of preparation for implementation and
may lead to a waste of resources. We feel that by sharing in new
responsibilities, training,and resource requirements can be met,
immediate benefits can be fealized, and the inherent failings of a
'final moment' strategy avoided,

We recognize the need to ensure that aboriginal peoples have an
adequate resource base to meet the social and economic objectives

discussed in the Coolican Report.

In both Territories, efforts to provide the public with more
information about claims have been stepped up recently. This is in
recognition of the fact that the general public requires assurances
that their interests are being taken into account at negotiations.

A co-ordinated public relations and information strategy involving

governments and aboriginal groups is being pursued in both

Territories.
On the matter of a Commissioner of Claims, both the Yukon and

Northwest Territorial governments agree that the establishment of

such an office will provide a much-needed overseer of the process.
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Canada has witnessed only two settleﬁents of claims since 1973.

The governments of the Yukon and Northwest Territories believe that
just and expeditious settlements of aboriginal claims and native
economic self-sufficiency can best be achieved in the framework of
a new federal comprehensive claims policy based on the principles

we have cited.
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Government Leader Deputy Government Leader
Yukon Northwest Territories




JUBMIUIaA0H U0 3010) HSB) UIS[AIN )  ABIaua pue sAnEU uY Fujziperoads jue)

woupaoad ayy Sumed jo ANNq g sojedwod wodas uedio0) YL -nsuod

B o H :——5”0.4,..%-‘ T
Eiiig.E3Lg.fEneis. 2P
g e’ Fads3 G 58 .
Sa=83F 0’;“;;5';2%%&3',
EE@DEV_ ?gﬁnag%—§ﬂ.g
SgEBESE Fn=2 5‘_‘§=g%'_.._.”
BE8L829 2358 2§32 5y
SZESFs ~SS= /5838 Sg.,,.;3<
'-3232-;”53215355-.;&_»
‘g “'ﬂ"m .N.‘cﬁm“ I\=' HQ'__‘
Sfszg 2= ER1E%s
RESSE =% 272872 i
soagf dels FelieT
§24F oo -.go-gﬂm 3
R Eus Beod EfB3us m,:
PF2RESTLTe HRwRAS o |
radtiey. 1i soie D)
SERRZERZCLEECLEE, TA
HE R
ERESZ SN2 9E D 1
. = 2E8g5EF5 =85 1.
2855 =05 .—.gm;gs_g i
o532, FEE LB i
SpgnE83gazacansis .
g 2""% 3= “55“5'.3;;& —
SEeBLlonsdgeRs 22z
Fuwed TS |
€285z 0 o?na g m 1
mEoesEdBhs 23:R % .
= B28E™S “gasgz §
288 222878 =5%SF. 3
g Sgg %0 Eg = it
- EETao5g = :Ec'
SS9EEc3 5%, EET
gEFEESE 58153

8bin

“sanss|

“1amod Jo JaJsuel]  Aq papeay a3dof ¥
B U0 320UI pUR PUB| PUR A3UOWI WO 5S3]  -u3imuredal ay) jdo

‘wiiel2 ® Sunenodau 0) uonipuodard
jua1Ind ay) sj2alal j1odal ayg
ajada Aaaod auy sajenyadiad
Bl [euidizoqe aajsuayardwod
[u]mf\oﬁ Aapod juazina sdes jf
*SpJEME pUB| pue ysed wns-dwn|
e il e -...

paau aqdoad aaneu sdes poda ayg,

Su

“SUB[pUl  Sjenulducd prroys Larjed sfes jf
aoed up[as  aqduns jo peajsul saajEsway) ursaod

dope 0} spa}

Sel}

BUI0S,, SEM 213Y) PIES [JAUNG)

[2GLLL B3YSIN U} Jo nuop KLrE

P

d dnold jinuj pue
g Bupyse Aaod  ‘epeue ynoyBnoly) s I
syiu  uds o) aydoad aapeu
TewiBiI0qE 3 Jjauaq M i1
0 SIAQUUIALL N0
‘papuauIiodal aq 1odal URDJ[00)  PUE BARDIJJAUT PUT A[3SOD | SWIE[D  PIULID] K[Maul Y Jo sJag

‘epeun]) jo odoad oy puwr aydosd w se syFu [euduoge Jroy Keme

1 Ji Aarjed e yons £q 2piqe 0} JUsUNLIY

Ul e Sutpue)syno Jurpyias uy d_a;s

iSJfJ l::l:? se Jjasi] uodal ayy 295 agy

epeue) jo ajdoad [euldpio

a‘qq; :;:;“01 gauuuodu.u sounn jo s
199 as 1E1) azZjSeYda 0] JUBM aM,,

-A0N
ssod
- uoyn X Iof [foumoy) i) jo Lauptg pres

ue st wamu.la;;oi-;[as [euiSLIOqe [BUn 0} SaIMIDNDS [BD0S pue [eajod ayy

a1 Jauang ¥oeq 3ty uo jnd aq SWIIE[D DAIS

uods
Hodai 8210} ¥

MUOU0I

‘suonedn)| unod

Jo sseo0ad ApFua] ay ySnolyy Juiod

‘pies ay ,,‘su 1oddns o
uey) Janaq aq pnom Sy pies ag

*Suoi}ed1|qo 10 suLsa) 1eaxn jo
*0°g uf 319y s uopupdo dygnd ayL,,

poudis Iassu oys sdnosd asned giim
Wuawdopaap spuou0ds Fuipiedal
aouraoad ayy up £JUiELIAOUN AA0WAL

|Bap swie(d pue| aasuayasduie)

L ey Jpa) Adnaoo pue asn Lau)
!{ﬁlﬁgﬂegmm YIi4 SaNEAL) [BULIO]

quawmdoaa  Jpardung 2y Jo vuaadny yoep

-ap ;:l.Jaquou pue syl [euduoqe

“PIRAIO] BAOWU 10U

o S04 4e][a4 3} U0
pinos suonenodau asnesaq Spduns

. : L1243

0} JUEM ],U0P 344 95[a APOY
::Im SIUIED aFEM AWOIAG 0] JUBM
ap dddey jou ale ag -Addey jou sy

Ansnpur ydy st wawfoiduaug,,
uoy ou i i alam  -Ua i Sagans YoIgm FISEM
U} up INARUNN JO uonesapad [eda] B &g jou wydnu i, "peidope ala, yaud 03 paysa oy
ON 9 I T ! #

e
=

S

e
Jo sanssy ay) Bussaippe uoneziueflo SIYDEALG UIRLIAD (LS 0 WIE YOIy
“suoj[iw juawiniaaod ay) Funsod sem  PRos 3] “danesadur

PISEQ-Y2nYD B “YON 10afoig wolj SUIe} of)fdads wolf I3 Ip Ay, "pur|

900 PO 9y} PIBS SILIOIIAY, JSaM  [PIOUI B 3] PINOM 11 NG ANTIGH

oddns Juiatanal sy uoli[eed ay[
‘suBIpRUR || 0] A]3S02 3q pinos Wod
-3l UBdI00Y) aY) 1dadIe 0} ANJLL,,

K

I' N atifre\ coalition
Seeks new land
Claims policy

i S OME NATIVE land claims that have

been held up for more than a decade by
a flawed ne,

isettled in two years, The first step, says na-

‘tive leader Richard Sidney, would be fed- -

‘eral cabinet endorsement of the March,
11986 recommendations of the federal task,
orce on comprehensive land claims policy.
Sidney, of the Council for Yukon Indians,
was in Victoria on Monday with other Indi.
an and Inuit leaders to kick off a week-long,
Cross-country campaign in support of the
report submitted to the federal Fovernment

by task force chairman Murray Coolican, °

he nine native §roups in the newly-
formed Comprehensive Claims Coalition,
supported by the church-based Project
North lobby group (in Victoria, 479-7876), -
are urging the federal cabinet to adopt the
report before Parliament recesses for the
summer so that negotiations can resume
quickly, 1k ¢ -
“Tstress the urgency to have a new puolicy
in place, a policy that's flexibl, ', sympathet-
ic, and appreciates our position,” Sidney'*
said. “The issues addressed by Coolican in
this report are all the key elements that
should be contained in a final comprehen-
sive land claims settlement.”
The Coolican report proposes that land -
claims negotiations— up to now little more
than “real estate deals” —should beseen as .
.an opportunity to restore native self-suffj-
ciency and self-determination through di-

SR ]

‘Botiations process could be'

— What's on 'your_ mind this week? =———

rect participation in the B oflo-,-
cal economie resources and control over
native political and cultural inst;

Bill Erasmus, of the Northwest Territor-
ies’ Dene-Métis Association said the current. .
policy’s prerequisite that natives giveupab- :
original rights in exchange for specific bene- .
fits has been the major barrier to successful
negotiations. "This new policy is much
more flexible. It allows for a broader base
for negotiations, building a sound economic
and land base and a political structure
where we can develop our own institu-
tions,” :

Without the new policy, the land claims
issue will be left up to the courts— " costly,
time-consuming, no-win situation,” e
said.

Jack Kupeuna, of the Tungavik Feder-
ation of Nunavut in norther B.C., said the
government's current negotiating policy isa
‘costly failure, “We've been negotiating for |
13 or 14 years and only three settlements
have been signed— and the whole process
has cost the government close to $100 mil-
lion.” Failure to adopt the new policy would
mean “we'll always be a drain® on the
Canadian economy, he said, leaving indus-

Choreographer and dance instructor Constantine D
City. His latest project was the dance/music/art show,

arling, 38, was born in N
Spiral Procom_ 8.

pw York

try without a sense of certainty. “Investors
arent comfortable not knowing what the
rules are.”

In addition to the federal government's
outdated negotiating policy, land claims set-
tlements in B.C. have been blocked by the
provincial government which has refused
to recognize aboriginal title ever since the
province joined Confederation, But public
opinion is siding with native groups, says
Ven. Ian MacKenzie, Archdeacon of Cale-
donia and an appointed member of the
Nisg'a Tribal Council,

Although neither the Meares Island nor
the' Gitksan-Wet'suwet'en claims (sched-
uled to go before the courts in Smithers in

November) are directly involved in the i

comprehensive land claims process, Mac.
Kenzie thinks the process has aggravated
those disputes. “Had this (Coalican) policy
been in place, they mightnothave ended up

in court,” he said.
MacKenzie also is hopeful that

e politi

cal will in B.C. has changed. “Sifice 1979,

the Opposition party has clearly s
participate (in land claims nege
Hopefully the new Socred leades
have a more progressive approacl

—Richard

id they'd
iations).
Ship will
, too,”

an Dine




